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EYE IN THE SKY

MCCC TO OFFER  
TWO COURSES  
ON FLYING DRONES
LOCAL, 3A

EMPTY BOWLS

JHS FINE ARTS STUDENTS  
RAISE $3,000 FOR 
GLEANERS FOOD BANK
LOCAL, 3A
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VIRGINIA E. “GIN” KINSEY, 92, of Monroe

KATHRYN JEAN “KATY” MCINTYRE, 91, of 
Monroe

MARGARET ANN “PEGGY” RIDNER, 69, of 
Belleville

FREDERICK “FRED” SMITH, 86, of Peters-
burg
JAMES ALLEN SOLDWISH, 69, of Peters-
burg
ROBERT WARREN STANARD, 49, of New-
port

■ The Veterans Court 
coordinator is being 
recommended for the job, 
which he has held previously. 

BY DEAN COUSINO
dean@monroenews.com

John E. Luchansky Jr., Veter-
ans Court coordinator for Mon-
roe County and a former attor-
ney magistrate 
for First Dis-
trict Court, is 
expected to be 
named again 
to the magis-
trate post at to-
night’s county 
commission-
ers’ meeting.

Judge Jack 
Vitale,  chief 
judge of the court, is recom-
mending that Luchansky be 
named attorney magistrate 
again to provide court services 
when other judges are unavail-
able due to other commitments. 

Board action on a resolution 
is required to approve of the 
move.

Luchansky, 69, said he is 
ready for the challenge again 
should the resolution pass.

“I’m very honored to serve 
Monroe County and assist our 
judges on an on-call basis,” he 
said Monday from his home in 
Lambertville. “I plan to serve as 
I have in a truly ethical and fair 
manner.”

If appointed, he would fill in 
for judges and handle arraign-
ments or rule on primarily civil 
infractions and small claims 
such as speeding, careless driv-
ing and failure to stop at a stop 
sign.

“It’s basically on an on-call 
basis,” he said.

Vitale said Luchansky would 

serve only as needed when 
judges are at seminars or out of 
the office.

“There are times when we 
need an attorney magistrate,” 
Vitale said Monday. “We have 
mandatory seminars we have 
to go to, so we need someone 
as needed. It’s just a few times 
a year he’ll have to come in. It’s 
a money saver because we save 
on the cost of getting a visiting 
judge to come in.”

Luchansky has served as pro-
gram coordinator for Veterans 
Court since Jan. 1 when he was 
appointed to the post by Judge 
Michael Brown and Vitale to re-
place Rob Oetjens, who had re-
tired. He works about 10 hours 
a week in that capacity at the 
courthouse.

Vitale said Luchansky is the 
right man for the position and 
already works at the court-
house. 

“It’s good to have him avail-
able,” the judge said. “John is 
very well known and likeable 
and very knowledgeable. He did 
very well before in that posi-
tion.”

Luchansky served in that ca-
pacity when former District 
Judge Mark Braunlich was ap-
pointed to circuit court several 
years ago.

“John ser ved for a few 
months. The governor chose 
not to fill that position and it 
went to an election,” Vitale said.

A Lambertville resident, 
Luchansky began working as a 
lawyer in 1976, the same year 
he earned his law degree from 
the University of Toledo. 

He served 38 years in the Ma-
rine Corps and Army, retiring 
in 2010. He served one tour of 
duty in Kuwait and Iraq during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Luchansky in line 
for magistrate post

JOHN E. 
LUCHANSKY JR.
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LANSING —  Near the end of 
2018, it seemed as if winter was 
going to bypass Monroe County.

Then came 2019 and with it 
came snow, frigid temperatures 
and ice.

It kept local students out of 
school for days.

So far, Monroe County school 
districts have closed between 
nine and 10 days due to inclem-
ent weather. 

Michigan lawmakers are con-
sidering whether to cut schools 
some slack after weather caused 
a high number of snow days all 
over the state.

State law forgives K-12 districts 
from making up six days that 
have been canceled for emergen-
cies, and schools can get a waiver 
for three additional days. 

Some legislators from both 
parties say the wintry weather 
has been so extreme that the law 
should be loosened.

Many districts already have 
reached or exceeded nine snow 
days. Some are up to 15 or 16, 
which means their students 
would have at least an extra week 
of school in June.

If the schools are approved for 

the three-day waiver, six of the 10 
Monroe County area districts will 
not have to make up any days at 
the end of the school year. 

Airport Community Schools, 
Mason Consolidated Schools, 
Milan Area Schools and Sum-
merfield Schools still will exceed 
the forgiven nine days by one, 
meaning they likely will have to 
make up at least one school day 
in June.

Newly introduced legislation 
would exclude days that are 
canceled during state-declared 
emergencies from counting as 
snow days. If enacted, the five-
day period from Jan. 28 through 
Feb. 1 — when an arctic deep 
freeze shut down many normal 
activities, including school — 
would be forgiven statewide.

“In kind of a unique situation 

like we have now, where it’s a 
pretty extreme situation — the 
state government’s closed down, 
things are closed down — is it 
reasonable to have those days 
count?” said Rep. Ben Frederick, 
an Owosso Republican who is 
sponsoring one of the bills.

He said he trusts that districts 
still could make sure that their 
students meet the necessary 
learning outcomes through the 
use of technology, home-based 
assignments and other methods.

“There may very well be a di-
minished return as you add days 
onto the school year,” Frederick 
said, citing concerns about wan-
ing attention spans as school 
stretches into the summer.

Senate Minority Leader Jim 
Ananich, a Flint Democrat, is 

State lawmakers may forgive snow days after winter blast

— Monroe News -hoto by TOM HAWLEY

Monroe County Community College maintenance worker Michael Neaves puts 
down additional salt on the sidewalks at the college Feb. 12. School was can-
celed as snow, sleet and freezing rain blanketed the area, causing power out-
ages, nasty sidewalks and slick roads. 

Rachel 
Reaume and 
Monroe Coun-
ty Commu-
nity College 
President Dr. 
Kojo Quartey, 
with their 
kerchiefs 
arond their 
necks, also 
were among 
the celebrity 
waiters.

Josh Myers of Monroe County Community College 
helps guests at one of his tables.

Julie Edwards of Trinity Health Senior Communities serves des-
sert to her guests.

— Photos  by DANA STIEFEL 

One Book One Community events kicked off with a celebrity waiter night at Public House Food + Drink Monday night. 
Among the celebrity waiters, all dressed in western garb, was Monroe Mayor Robert Clark (right). This year’s community 
read is “News of the World” by Paulette Jiles. It’s set in Texas in 1870. Events will run March 11-April 6.

WAITING TABLES FOR LITERACY

“It’s kind of a unique situtation like we have 
now, where it’s a pretty extreme situation — state 
government’s closed down, things are closed 
down ....”

— State Rep. Ben Frederick
Owosso Republican
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