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Course Outcome Summary 
Standard Course 

Course Information 
Division Science/Mathematics  
Contact Hours 60  
Total Credits 4  
 
Prerequisites  RDG 090, ENGL 090 and competency at the MATH 090 level  
 
     
Course Description  
This course is designed as a non-mathematically-intensive introduction to Astronomy.  Students will explore the 
appearance of the sky form the earth, the nature of light, telescopes, the formation, life and death of stars, the 
properties of galaxies -including our own Milky Way-  the properties of the Universe as a whole and  various 
cosmological principles, the properties and formation of our solar system, how life evolved on earth and the 
possibility of intelligent life in the Universe. Some day/evening outside observing may be required. 

 

Course Outcomes 
In order to evidence success in this course, students will be able to: 

1. Interpret our view of the sky from the earth. 
2. Describe the nature of light and various types of astronomical instruments. 
3. Outline the formation, life and death of stars. 
4. Compare and contrast the properties, formation and evolution of the various types of galaxies including our 

own Milky Way. 
5. Outline the properties of the Universe as a whole and various cosmological principles. 
6. Describe the properties and formation of our solar system including the contrast between inner and outer 

planets.  
7. Explain how life evolved on earth and the possibility of intelligent life in the Universe. 
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