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Barbara Krolak, city editor 
Phone: (734) 240-5776

Email: barb@monroenews.com

Editor’s note: Dan Shaw is retiring in May from 
Monroe County Community College, where he has 
been a journalism professor and adviser of the 
student newspaper for 11 years. Before that, he was 
managing editor of the Monroe News from 2005-
2008).

My life has been a series of chapters, each 
involving a new beginning in a new setting.

Each chapter started with hope and anticipa-
tion, along with a healthy dose of anxiety and 
apprehension.  I was moving my family to an-
other city, joining another newsroom, learning 
another community.

One thread connecting the chapters was 
story-telling.  

From my first job as a reporter for the student 
newspaper at Oregon State 
University to my last job 
teaching journalism at 
MCCC, I’ve been telling 
stories and helping others 
tell stories.

That’s pretty close to 50 
years of gathering facts, 
feelings, thoughts, and 
ideas and weaving them 
into narratives that inform, 
amuse, entertain — and hopefully not bore. 

My personal narrative includes stops at a 
dozen newspapers in seven states, spread over 
32 years. I never tired of telling stories, seeing 
each new community as empty pages in a book. 

Oregon, Washington, Illinois, Indiana, West 
Virginia, Ohio and finally Michigan — thou-
sands of stories covering communities spread 
across the nation. 

I’ve enjoyed just as much helping students at 
MCCC learn what it takes to be journalists. 

I came into the newspaper world in the early 
1970s near the pinnacle of the “objective era,” 
when telling stories required leaving myself out 
of the narrative, emphasizing accuracy, balance 
and fairness. 

I watched as first “literary journalism,” then 
“advocacy journalism,” then “citizen journal-
ism” and “personal brand journalism” laid siege 
to the concept of objective journalism. 

I came to agree that objectivity is impos-
sible. We’re human, and we’re all captives of our 
subconscious minds, the sum total of our past 
experiences. We can’t turn that off, no matter 
how hard we try.

 But I still think objectivity is a worthy goal. 
I think the best journalists still search for it, 
knowing that in the end they’ll fail, but that 
readers will be better served by the journey. It’s 
what makes their work valuable, setting them 
apart from the noise of the Internet.

At the same time, many of the changes in 
journalism have been positive, helping writers 
tell more compelling stories. 

A more personal approach helps readers con-
nect with the writer and allows the writer more 
license to explore paths to truth.

I’m retiring at a time when journalism is more 
important than ever, and when it’s under attack 
by people who don’t seem to understand that.

While I’m worried about the future, I’m also 
hopeful. It’s true, we’re going through a tumul-
tuous restructuring of the business models that 
support journalism. And at the same time, the 
polarization of our country threatens to split the 
world of journalism down the middle.

But I think more and more people are seeing 
the need for responsible journalism, and are be-
ginning to understand that it’s worth paying for.  

I spend a lot of time with young people, and 
I’m confident that journalism is in good hands. 
There are plenty of smart, curious, thoughtful 
people willing to tackle the challenge of story-
telling in the digital world. 

Many of the chapters in my life ended with 
a column like this. A farewell to a community I 
had served for two or three or four years, and a 
thank you for accepting me into their midst.

This one is a little different, though. 
I’m not leaving MCCC to go on to another 

community, to start another chapter in my 
career. 

I’m not transferring — I’m retiring. 
That’s a new job altogether, and it’s a little 

scary. 
This also is the longest I’ve been in a single 

position — by far. I’ve had more time to develop 
deeper friendships.

It’s also different because MCCC is a special 
place, full of  talented faculty, staff and admin-
istrators. Just as important as their skill and 
dedication is their commitment to each other 
also is vital. This is not only a place you can be 
proud to work, it’s a place you can genuinely 
enjoy working. 

Most of all, what sets this chapter apart is the 
students. I’ve been privileged to get to know 
hundreds of young people. They’ve enriched my 
life in countless ways.  

I’ve watched them explore their potential, 
struggle with obstacles, reach down for the 
determination to keep going, and light up with 
joy when they succeed.

Witnessing them beginning to write their own 
stories has been amazing.

I owe a deep debt of gratitude to my colleagues 
at MCCC, but also to the students who have 
made my time here so special. 

Journalist Dan Shaw 
completes the latest 
chapter in a career  
of telling stories LANSING  (AP) — Michi-

gan lawmakers are interven-
ing in a long-running legal 
dispute over unlicensed 
medical marijuana shops, 
pushing to enact a firm 
deadline by which the busi-
nesses must close or risk 
their ability to get a license.

The House voted 102-4 
Thursday in favor of legis-
lation that would prevent 
unlicensed facilities that 
stay open after June 1 from 
becoming licensed for a 
year. The move comes after 
a judge last month blocked 
enforcement of a March 31 
deadline that had been set 
by state regulators who are 
more tightly regulating the 
medical marijuana industry 
under a 2016 law.

“We have unlicensed op-
erators operating in the 
state. It became clear to me 
that potentially some statute 
was needed,” said the bill 
sponsor, Republican Rep. 
Jim Lilly of Ottawa County’s 
Park Township. “I think what 
this does is it really clarifies 
that there’s a point in time at 
which we have to move from 
an unregulated market to a 
regulated market, from unli-
censed operators to licensed 
operators.”

The legislation was sent to 
the Senate for consideration 
next.

The House voted the same 

day that Court of Claims 
Judge Stephen Borrello was 
hearing arguments in sev-
eral consolidated lawsuits 
against the state. Some were 
filed by temporary operators 
wanting to stay open after 
alleging their license appli-
cations were denied for in-
valid reasons. Others were 
brought by licensed busi-
nesses saying they cannot 
compete against unlicensed 
facilities that do not have to 
play by the same rules.

“The time has come for the 

state of Michigan to finally 
shut down all unlicensed fa-
cilities. Each day these unli-
censed provisioning centers 
remain open, patients are 
consuming both untested 
and dangerous products,” 
the Great Lakes Cannabis 
Chamber of Commerce said 
in a statement.

Licensing deadlines have 
been extended numerous 
times over the last year due 
to court action and other 
reasons, including regula-
tors needing more time to 

thoroughly evaluate poten-
tial licensees and concerns 
about a shortage of marijua-
na for patients.

In March, Democratic Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer eliminat-
ed the marijuana licensing 
board and folded its func-
tions into a newly created 
agency, citing “inefficien-
cies.”

Online:

House Bill 4440: http://bit.
ly/2UHSlvC

Michigan House targets unlicensed 
medical marijuana shops still operating

TRENTON — The Friends 
of the Detroit River will hold 
its annual litter cleanup and a 
free lunch along the river April 
27 in Trenton and is inviting 
citizens to join them.

The event will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Rota-
ry Park located at the foot of 
Harrison St. just off W. Jeffer-

son Ave. The gathering will 
begin with an orientation at 
9. A large-scale cleanup of 
the shores and small islands 
is planned. 

The goal is to pick up as 
much debris as possible that 
collects along the shores 
of many dikes, islands and 
bays in the lower part of the 

river, organizers said.
Boat owners and other 

volunteers are needed and 
should bring along gloves 
and boots and dress for the 
weather. Lifejackets also will 
be needed if available.

The Trenton boat launch 
may be used to launch 
boats off trailers. A picnic 

lunch will be provided for all 
participants following the 
cleanup. Corporate spon-
sors include EA Engineering 
Science and Technology Inc. 
and DTE Energy Founda-
tion.

Further information is 
available by calling 676-
4626.

Detroit River shoreline cleanup April 27

CADILLAC, Mich. — The 
Huron-Manistee National 
Forests are reminding visi-
tors that it is illegal to pos-
sess, use, sell, and cultivate 
marijuana on National For-
est System lands, regardless 
of recent changes to state 
law.

Michigan voters approved 
Ballot Proposal 18-1, which 
created the “Michigan Regu-

lation and Taxation of Mari-
huana Act” (MRTMA). The 
act prohibits the arrest of 
adults in Michigan, age 21 
and over, for “possessing, us-
ing or consuming, internally 
possessing, purchasing, 
transporting, or processing 
2.5 ounces or less of mari-
huana.”

The MRTMA does not 
supersede federal regula-

tions. Marijuana remains a 
Schedule I controlled sub-
stance under federal law. 
The possession, use, sale, 
and cultivation of marijuana 
on federal land are punish-
able offenses. Marijuana us-
ers are asked to be mindful 
of National Forest System 
boundaries and to become 
familiar with relevant federal 
and state regulations prior to 

visiting the Huron-Manistee 
National Forests.

For additional information 
about regulations on the 
Huron-Manistee National 
Forests, please visit https://
go.usa.gov/xmbKm or con-
tact Public Affairs Officer 
Nate Peeters at (231) 357-
6070 or nathan.peeters@
usda.gov. 

Marijuana remains illegal in Michigan’s National Forests

BY DEAN COUSINO
dean@monroenews.com

Jeff Olson, the father of a 
19-year-old son who ended 
his life after a lengthy battle 
with depression, will speak 
on the stigma of mental ill-
ness at Flat Rock Commu-
nity Schools during the day 
Tuesday and with parents at 
night.

Olson will speak before 
students at Simpson Middle 

School and Flat Rock High 
School at different times 
Tuesday, Supt. Andrew Bro-
die said. Then he will give a 
presentation on anxiety and 
depression to parents and 
the public at 5:30 p.m. in the 
school auditorium. 

The presentation is 1 hour 
and 45 minutes and includes 
the showing of a documen-
tary titled “Do It For Daniel.” 

“A few of our teachers had 

an opportunity to hear him 
speak at Saline High School 
earlier in the school year,” 
Brodie said Wednesday.

The film documents Dan-
iel Olson’s struggles with 
anxiety and depression that 
ultimately led to him taking 
his life.

“We want to educate peo-
ple and get rid of the stigma 
of mental illness so people 
understand that it is a com-

mon medical illness,” Jeff 
Olson said. “We also want 
to give hope and create a 
dialogue so those who suf-
fer don’t feel ashamed and 
aren’t afraid to ask for help, 
allowing for early recogni-
tion and intervention which 
is so important in treating 
this disease.”

More about the program 
is available at the website: 
http://www.doitfordaniel.
com.

Talk on depression, mental 
illness Tuesday in Flat Rock

— AP file photo

Newly transplanted cannabis cuttings grow in soilless media in pots at Sira Naturals medical marijuana 
cultivation facility in Milford, Mass. 

LANSING (AP) — The historic Lan-
sing campus where the Michigan 
School for the Blind operated for more 
than a century is on track to reopen as 
a housing development by early next 
year.

Indianapolis-based TWG Develop-
ment is nearing the final phases of its 
$24 million plan to restore and trans-
form the school’s buildings into 132 
housing units, the Lansing State Jour-
nal reported.

The School for the Blind moved from 
Flint to its 40-acre campus in Lansing 
in 1880. The school was shuttered in 
1995, and has been listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places since 
last year.

Crews are currently working to re-

store the former administration build-
ing and high school that will together 
be turned into 60 units for senior hous-
ing. Developers expect the restoration 
work to be complete by June.

Both buildings should be ready for 
occupancy by early 2020, said Adam 
Kniola, the developer’s project man-
ager.

The project’s $12 million Walnut 
Park apartment building opened last 
fall where the school’s auditorium 
once stood. It holds 72 mixed-income, 
multi-family units.

“With historic restoration there are 
always surprises that pop up,” Kniola 
said. “But it’s rewarding at the end 
when we see the final product.”

Dale Schrader, president of the Wal-

nut Neighborhood Association, ex-
pressed concern about the possibil-
ity of crime with so many residents on 
campus, particularly near the new Wal-
nut Park complex.

“Anytime you have 72 units ware-
housed in one location, you’re going to 
have some problems,” Schrader said.

The developer’s plans include a Lan-
sing Police Department substation that 
hasn’t yet opened.

“It doesn’t cost much money to do 
this,” Schrader said of opening the 
substation. “It’s kind of sad because we 
really need this in our neighborhood.”

Kniola said that the development 
company is “working with the police 
department to make changes to the 
area designated as a police substation.”

Michigan School for Blind to reopen as housing next year


