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TODAY
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GM-UAW 
STRIKE TALKS 
TAKE TURN  
FOR WORSE
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MARC FERGUSON, 57, of 
Monroe
DEWEY JOHNSON LEWIS, 88, of 
Monroe
WANDA J. (BERT) SIRMONS, 80

By Caitlin Taylor
ctaylor@monroenews.com

Summerfield Schools is 
asking voters to approve 
nearly $2 million to be spent 
on boosting the district’s 
safety, energy efficiency, ath-
letics and site work.

The $1.8 million bond 
issue proposes levying about 
2.15 mills over 16 years to 
fund district improvements, 
according to Supt. John 
Hewitt. The measure will go 
before voters Nov. 5.

Along with requesting new 
funds, the proposal also asks 
voters to extend the repay-
ment term for former bonds 
by four years.

“With approval of the 

2019 bond proposal, com-
bined with the repayment of 
the 2006 bond issue … the 
project millage rate … is still 
considerably lower than the 
approved rate of 2.5 mills in 
2006,” said district officials.

In 2006, Summerfield 
voters okayed a $5.35 million 
bond issue to remodel two 
buildings and make additional 
school improvements. The 
bond was approved at 2.5 mills 
over 25 years, but because 
of lower interest rates and 
refinancing, the actual mills 
levied was about 2.2 mills.

Within 13 years, only once 
was the full 2.5 mills levied, 
according to the district.

The new ballot issue, which 
again aims to fund school 

improvements, combined 
with the extended repayment 
term on past bonds, still keeps 
payments lower than when 
originally borrowed in 2006.

If approved, the district 
plans to make substantial 
upgrades to the school’s 
safety, energy efficiency ath-
letics and building and site 
work, officials said.

To improve school secu-
rity, the district aims to install 
restricted-access entryways, 
add security locks on class-
room doors, replace fire alarm 
systems and incorporate key-
less lock systems, along with 
other upgrades.

The district also aims to 
install insulating glass win-
dows and upgrade to LED light 

fixtures.
In terms of building and 

site work, the district intends 
to use millage funds to build 
new 600-seat bleachers at the 
football stadium, resurface 
the high school track, install 
a new hot water storage tank, 
purchase new playground 
equipment and update school 
signage, among other plans.

To learn more about the 
proposed bond issue, resi-
dents can attend a community 
forum at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 21 in 
the Summerfield High School 
library, 17555 Ida West Rd., 
Petersburg.

For more information, con-
tact Hewitt at 279-1035, ext. 
126, or Hewitt@summerfield.
k12.mi.us.

Summerfield proposing $1.8 million bond

By Caitlin Taylor
ctaylor@monroenews.com

The Flint water crisis will 
be brought to the forefront 
as part of this spring’s annual 
community read selection for 
Monroe County.

“What the Eyes Don’t See: 
A Story of Crisis, Resistance, 
and Hope in an American 
City” by Dr. Mona Hanna-
Attisha, a story of Michigan 
children exposed to lead in 
their tap water, has been 

selected as 2020’s One Book, 
One Community group read-
ing program.

The book also has been 
named the Great Michigan 
Read Book for 2019-20.

On Wednesday, the One 
Book, One Community of 
Monroe County Committee 
will host a free book launch 
event beginning at 6:30 
p.m. at the Ellis Library & 
Reference Center, 3700 S. 
Custer Rd. Light refreshments 
will be served.

“At the event, attendees will 
be able to learn more about the 
book and why the committee 
selected it,” organizers said. 
“Readers' guides will be dis-
tributed and attendees will be 
able to enter a drawing to win 
a free copy of the book.”

Judy Murray, reference 
librarian and book club 
leader for the Monroe County 
Library System (MCLS), also 
will present companion books 

‘One Book’ spring title 
launches Wednesday

Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha (left) author of “What the Eyes Don’t See: 
A Story of Crisis, Resistance, and Hope in an American City” (right), 
story of Michigan children exposed to lead in the drinking water 
at Flint Michigan.  The book will be the first selection of Monroe 
County’s One Book, One Community reading progam. [PHOTOS 
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AN ICONIC 
LOVE STORY
Reenactors pay homage  

to wedding  
of Custer, Bacon

Steve 
Anderson 
(LEFT), playing 
General George 
Armstrong 
Custer, and 
Stefania 
Pelfini, playing 
Elizabeth 
Bacon, look 
at each other 
lovingly 
during the 
reenactment 
of the wedding 
of the famous 
Monroe 
couple at First 
Presbyterian 
Church, 108 
Washington 
St. The actual 
wedding was 
held there 
155 years 
ago. [PHOTOS 

BY TAMMY 

MASSINGILL]

More scenes from the nuptials
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