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By Lindsey Bahr
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The 
filmmakers and studio 
behind “Joker” have 
reason to put on a happy 
face. Despite concerns 
over its violent themes and 
ramped up theater secu-
rity, audiences flocked to 
the multiplex to check out 
the R-rated film this week-
end resulting in a record 
October opening.

Warner Bros. said Sunday 
that “Joker” grossed an 
estimated $93.5 million 
in ticket sales from 4,374 
screens in North America. 

The previous October 
record-holder was the 
S p i d e r - M a n  s p i n o f f 
“Venom” which opened to 
$80 million last year. 

Internationally, “Joker” 
e a r n e d  $ 1 4 0 . 5  m i l -
lion from 73 markets, 
resulting in a stunning 
$234 million global debut.

“This was a much larger 
result at the box office 
than we had ever antici-
pated globally,” said Jeff 
Goldstein, Warner Bros.’ 
president of domestic dis-
tribution. “Putting records 
aside, we’re just thrilled 
that audiences are embrac-
ing the movie as strong as 
they are.”

Since debuting at the 
Venice Film Festival where 
it won the prestigious 
Golden Lion last month, 

“Joker” has been both 
praised and criticized for 
its dark spin on the classic 
Batman villain played by 
Joaquin Phoenix.

The film from direc-
tor and co-writer Todd 
Phillips was always seen as 
a bit of a gamble with one 
of the studios’ most valu-
able pieces of intellectual 
property, hence its modest-
for-a-comic-book-film $55 
million budget.
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Wanda J. (Bert) Sirmons 
died Saturday, September 
28, 2019.

Born on June 7, 1930 
in Bryson, TN. Wanda 
was married to the late 
Kenneth Bert on May 7, 
1951 and then was married 
to the late Alvin Wallace 
Sirmons on June 24, 1995.

In addition, she was 
preceded in death by 
her parents, William C. 
and Vesta V. Hensley; 
brother, Carl Hensley; 
sisters, Mabel Peters, 
Mary Bellestri and Ruby 
Meyers.

She is  survived by 
her brothers, Orville 
(Jeanette) and James 
(Rosemary) Hensley; 
sisters, Norma Frank 
and Patricia Sibley and 

numerous nieces and 
nephews.

V i s i t a t i o n  w i l l  b e 
held from 5 p.m. until 7 
p.m. Tuesday, October 
8, 2019, at Bacarella 
Funeral Home, 1201 South 
Telegraph Road, Monroe, 
MI 48161.

A private interment will 
take place at Roselawn 
Memorial Park, Lasalle, 
at a later date.

Memorial contributions 
in Wanda’s memory are 
suggested to ProMedica 
Hospice of Monroe.

Online condolences and 
special memories may be 
shared with the family by 
visiting the obituary page 
at www.bacarellafuneral-
home.com.

Wanda J. (Bert) Sirmons
June 7,1930-Sept. 28, 2019

Marc Ferguson, 
57, of Monroe died at 
home Sunday. Friends 
may gather from 2 to 
8 p.m. Wednesday 

at Merkle Funeral 
Service, North Monroe, 
where additional ser-
vices are pending.

Marc Ferguson

He is also survived by 
two brothers: Mitchell 

(Patsy) Lewis and 
Cecil (Betty) Lewis.

Dewey Lewis
Oct. 6
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F U N E R A L  N O T I C E

‘Joker’ laughs way 
to top of box office

By Heather 
Hollingsworth
The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Kan.  
— Two men opened fire 
inside a bar in Kansas 
C i t y ,  K a n s a s ,  e a r l y 
Sunday, killing four 
people and wounding 
five others in a shoot-
ing believed to have 
stemmed from an earlier 
dispute, police said.

A u t h o r i t i e s  w e r e 
searching Sunday for 
the two gunmen, said 
Officer Thomas Tomasic, 
a police spokesman. He 
said the two men had 
apparently gotten into 
some sort of disagree-
ment with people inside 
Tequila KC Bar, left, then 
returned with handguns.

“We think there was 
something that hap-
pened in the bar earlier 
probably,” Tomasic said. 
“Unfortunately, they left 
and decided to take it to 
another level, came back 
and started shooting.”

Around 40 people were 
inside the small bar when 
gunfire erupted around 
1:30 a.m., Tomasic said. 
The gunfire sent people 
running for the exits, with 
the injured leaving trails of 

blood as they fled. One of 
the injured was trying to 
get a ride to the hospital 
when ambulances arrived.

“It’s a pretty small 
bar, so if you have two 
guys come in and start 
shooting, people are 
just running, running 
anywhere they can,” 
Tomasic said.

A l l  f o u r  m e n  w h o 
w e r e  k i l l e d  w e r e 
Hispanic, but Tomasic 
said authorities do not 
believe the shooting 
was racially motivated. 
The shooting happened 

i n  a  n e i g h b o r h o o d 
with a large Hispanic 
population.

Tomasic cautioned that 
police were still investigat-
ing exactly what happened. 
He said they were review-
ing surveillance video and 
interviewing witnesses 
while looking for the 
gunmen.

“Obviously being a 
bar at 1:30, stories vary a 
lot,” he said.

Among the dead was 
one man in his late 50s, 
another in his mid-30s 
and two in their mid-20s, 

police said. Authorities 
did not immediately 
release their names.

H o w e v e r ,  J u a n 
R a m i r e z ,  o f  K a n s a s 
City, Kansas, told The 
Kansas City Star that 
his 29-year-old nephew 
was among those killed. 
He said his nephew left 
behind a 6-year-old 
son and a 4-year-old 
daughter.

“I don’t wish this upon 
anybody,” Ramirez said.

Bartender Jose Valdez 
told the newspaper that 
he had refused to serve 
one of the suspects on 
Saturday night because 
the man had previously 
caused problems at the 
bar. Valdez said the man 
threw a cup at him and 
left, but returned later 
with another man shortly 
before closing time.

The gunfire created 
smoke inside the busi-
ness, Valdez said, and he 
thought the building was 
“going to cave in.”

“I don’t know what to 
make of it. A sad day for 
everybody who lost their 
lives and their families,” 
he said, choking up. 
“How can you go into a 
place full of people and 
just start shooting?”

Police seek 2 men in Kansas bar shooting

In this image from 41 KSHB Kansas City Action News, 
police work the scene of a shooting outside a Kansas 
City, Kansas, bar Sunday [41 KSHB KANSAS CITY ACTION NEWS 

VIA AP]

By Eric Tucker, Richard 
Lardner and Jill Colvin
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A 
second whistleblower has 
spoken to the intelligence 
community’s internal 
watchdog and has infor-
mation that backs the 
original whistleblower’s 
complaint about President 
Donald Trump’s dealings 
with Ukraine, according 
to the lawyer for the two.

Attorney Mark Zaid 
told The Associated Press 
in a text message Sunday 
that the second whistle-
blower, who also works 
in intelligence, hasn’t 
filed a complaint with the 
inspector general but does 
have “firsthand knowl-
edge that supported” the 
original whistleblower.

The original whistle-
blower, a CIA officer, filed 
a formal complaint with 
the inspector general on 
Aug. 12 that triggered the 
impeachment inquiry 
being led by House 
Democrats. The complaint 
alleged Trump was “using 
the power of his office to 
solicit interference from 
a foreign country” in the 
2020 election.

The disclosure of a 
second whistleblower 
threatens to under-
mine arguments made 
by Trump and his allies 
against the first whistle-
blower: that the complaint 

was improperly filed 
because it was based on 
secondhand or thirdhand 
information.

Trump and his sup-
porters have rejected the 
accusations he did any-
thing improper. But the 
White House has struggled 
to come up with a unified 
response. No administra-
tion officials appeared on 
the Sunday news shows, 
but several congressional 
Republicans came to the 
president’s defense during 
television interviews.

Rep. Jim Jordan of Ohio 
and Sen. Lindsey Graham 
of South Carolina, two of 
Trump’s most vocal back-
ers, sharply criticized the 
way House Democrats are 
handling the impeach-
ment inquiry.

Graham said there 
was nothing wrong with 
Trump’s July phone call 
during which the presi-
dent pressed Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy to investigate 
former Vice President 
Joe Biden and his son, 
Hunter . The conversa-
tion has raised questions 
about whether Trump was 
using near $400 million in 
critical American military 
aid to Ukraine as leverage 
to get help on the Biden 
issue.

Hunter Biden served 
on the board of Burisma, 
a Ukrainian gas com-
pany, at the same time 

his father was leading the 
Obama administration’s 
diplomatic dealings with 
Ukraine. 

Though the timing 
raised concerns among 
anti-corruption advo-
cates, there has been no 
evidence of wrongdoing 
by either Biden. Joe Biden 
is a leading candidate 
for the 2020 Democratic 
presidential nomination.

“I think this a nightmare 
for the Biden campaign,” 
Graham said. Biden wrote 
in The Washington Post 
that he had a message for 
Trump and “those who 
facilitate his abuses of 
power. ... Please know 
that I’m not going any-
where. You won’t destroy 
me, and you won’t destroy 
my family.”

As for Trump, rather 
than visiting his nearby 
golf course in Sterling, 
Virginia for a second day, 
he stayed at White House, 
where he tweeted and 
retweeted.

“The great Scam is being 
revealed!” Trump wrote 

at one point, continuing 
to paint himself as the 
victim of a “deep state” 
and hostile Democrats, 
even after standing on the 
South Lawn last week and 
publicly calling on another 
foreign government, 
China, to investigate 
Biden.

As the president often 
does when he feels under 
attack, he trumpeted his 
strong support among 
Republican voters and 
kept lashing out at Utah 
Sen. Mitt Romney, one of 
the few Republicans who 
has publicly questioned 
Trump’s conduct.

“The Democrats are 
lucky that they don’t 
have any Mitt Romney 
types,” Trump wrote, 
painting the former 
GOP nominee as a trai-
tor to his party. Romney 
had said on Twitter that 
“By all appearances, the 
President’s brazen and 
unprecedented appeal 
to China and to Ukraine 
to investigate Joe Biden 
is wrong and appalling.”

Lawyer: There’s 
two Trump 
whistleblowers

President Donald Trump talks to reporters on the South 
Lawn of the White House, Friday, in Washington. [EVAN 

VUCCI/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

to the selected text during 
the event.

“What the Eyes Don’t 

See” is the story of how 
Hanna-Attisha, along 
with a team of research-
ers, parents, friends 
and community lead-
ers discovered that the 
children of Flint were 
being exposed to lead 

poisoning and how they 
exposed that truth to the 
world.

O n e  B o o k ,  O n e 
Community of Monroe 
County, modeled after 
a program developed by 
the American Library 

Association, promoted 
reading by recommend-
ing a compelling text that 
links community mem-
bers in conversation 
through group readings, 
discussions and other 
events.

This year’s program is 
expected to run March 9 
through April 3. La-Z-
Boy Incorporated is the 
presenting title sponsor.

F o u n d i n g  p a r t n e r s 
include Monroe County 
Community College, The 

Foundation at MCCC, 
MCLS and The Monroe 
News.

The project is funded 
in part  by Michigan 
Humanities, an affiliate of 
the National Endowment 
for the Humanities.
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Weekend Box Office

Estimated ticket sales for 
Friday through Sunday at 
U.S. and Canadian theaters, 
according to Comscore.
1.”Joker,” $93.5 mil-
lion ($140.5 million 
international).
2.”Abominable,” $12 
million ($24.6 million 
international).
3.”Downton Abbey,” 
$8 million ($6.6 million 
international).
4.”Hustlers,” $6.3 million 
($1.9 million international).
5.”It Chapter Two,” $5.4 
million ($5.6 million 
international).
6.”Ad Astra,” $4.6 million 
($7.3 million international).
7.”Judy,” $4.4 million ($1.9 
million international).
8.”Rambo: Last Blood,” 
$3.6 million ($4.3 million 
international).
9.”War,” $1.5 million ($2.9 
million international).
10.”Good Boys,” $900,000.
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