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My credit card 
got a workout 
this weekend.

We had a rare free 
Saturday to enjoy as a 
family, and we weren’t 
going to waste it. So Kate, 
Joey and I piled into the 
Charger and headed an 
hour and a half north to 
Great Lakes Crossings, 
primarily to check out 
the Legoland Discovery 
Center located there.

First it was breakfast 
and gas. Then it was lunch 
and the actual tickets to 
the Discovery Center. We 
didn’t want to short our-
selves given how rarely 
we get the chance to take 
a daytrip, so after explor-
ing Legoland, we shopped, 
we got snacks and we 
shopped some more.

Joey had a blast. We 
couldn’t tear him away 
from his haphazard Lego 
tower and he giddily ran 
through tents and clam-
bered all over pontoon 
boats at the Bass Pro Shops 
located at the humon-
gous shopping center.

All along the way I tried 
to ignore the cha-ching 
noises ringing in my ears.

On the way home we had 
to get dinner. We knew we 
had no food at the house, so 
after getting a bite to eat, 
we stopped at Walmart for 
a quick grocery trip before 
finally calling it a day. Even 
while shopping for groceries 
we were laughing and goof-
ing around as a family, Kate 
and I taking turns making 
faces at Joey and Joey gig-
gling nonstop in response.

While leaving Walmart, I 
risked a glance at the bank-
ing app on my phone to see 
the balance on our checking 
account and I couldn’t help 
but feel a pang of anxiety 
at just how much money 
had disappeared in one 
day. I started fretting as 

we unpacked the grocer-
ies and got ready for bed, 
worrying that maybe we 
shouldn’t have indulged 
ourselves quite so much.

I had bigger things to 
worry about the next day.

Kate and I spent a big 
part of Sunday afternoon 
at a Celebration of Life 
service for a 3-year-old 
boy. He was a student at 
my wife’s early education 
center and one of our son’s 
classmates and friends. He 
died unexpectedly about 
a week and a half ago.

As horrible as you assume 
a service like that would 
be, I promise you it was 
worse. A pastor did his 
best to deliver a message 
about cherishing life, but 
he even admitted there was 
nothing anyone could say 
that would make a tragedy 
like this any less painful 
for everyone involved.

We left Joey at my par-
ents’ house while we 
attended the service. All I 
wanted to do while listen-
ing to the pastor’s sermon 
was race back to our son, 
wrap him in my arms and 
never let go. As the pas-
tor read Scripture and 
poems, I thought about 
how, just 24 hours ear-
lier, we were spending a 
blissful day together as 
a family, where our big-
gest worry was how much 
money was going to be left 
in our checking account 
by the end of the day.

I couldn’t help but think 
about that little boy’s fam-
ily. I don’t know them, 
but I know there isn’t 
a dollar amount they 
wouldn’t gladly pay for 
just one more blissful day 
with their loved one.

As all of this ran through 
my head, I realized that it 
didn’t matter how many 
times I whipped my credit 
card out Saturday. At any 
price, spending the day with 
my wife and son is a bargain.

Family time doesn't have 
to cost anything. Either way, 
it's the time that's priceless.

Contact Blake Bacho at 
bbacho@monroenews.
com or 240-5783.
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Girl Scouts get cookie delivery

By Paula Wethington
pwethington@monroenews.com

T h e  M o n r o e  C o u n t y 
Sheriff's Office has identi-
fied the victim of a recent 
single-vehicle fatal crash in 
Frenchtown Township.

S h e  w a s  S h e i l a  J a n e 
Sherman, 37, of Midland.

T h e  c r a s h  h a p p e n e d 
about 12:20 a.m. Feb. 1 on 
Stumpmier Rd. just west of 
N. Telegraph Rd.

The sheriff's office reports 
that Sherman was driving 
a red 2018 Mercedes Benz 
passenger vehicle west on 
Stumpmier that night.

"While in motion and for 
unknown reasons," she lost 
control of the vehicle, went 
into a ditch and struck a tree.

After that impact, the 
vehicle rotated and went 
back on the road, then 
caught fire.

S h e r m a n  w a s  f o u n d 

inside the car, according 
to earlier reports from the 
Frenchtown Township Fire 
Department. She was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

The crash remains under 
investigation by Deputy 
Nick Burkhart and Alec 
Preadmore from the Monroe 
County Sheriff's Office 
Traffic Services Division. 
Anyone with information 
about the crash is asked to 
call 240-7560.

Midland woman identified as crash victim

Travis Przytuna of Riverview was all smiles as he helped load 150 cases of Girl Scout cookies 
outside Flat Rock Lanes bowling alley Monday afternoon to take back to Girl Scout Troop 76771 at 
Memorial Elementary School in Riverview. The semi brought cases of cookies to the Girl Scouts of 
Southeastern Michigan, which includes Monroe County. The more than 60 troops in southeastern 
Michigan got eight type of cookies — Lemon-Ups, Tagalogs, Trefoils, Thin Mints, Do-Si-Dos, S’mores, 
Samoas and Toffee-tastic. There are 12 boxes of cookies per case.  The cookie sale starts Friday.  
[MONROE NEWS PHOTO BY TOM HAWLEY]

By Caitlin Taylor
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T h e  M o n r o e  C o u n t y 
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e 
Alumni Association Board 
of Directors has welcomed 
two new members.

Joel Spotts of Temperance 
and John Kuriwchak of 
M o n r o e  j o i n e d  d u r i n g 
the board’s most recent 
meeting.

Spotts graduated from 
MCCC in 2018 with an 
associate of science degree. 
He attends the University 
of Toledo, where he plans 
to earn a bachelor of busi-
ness administration degree 
in December.

He also is a member of 
the Knights of Columbus, 

MCCC Alumni Association 
and has served as execu-
tive vice president of the 
Financial  Management 
Association at the University 
of Toledo since 2019.

“I am very excited to work 
with my fellow alumni to 
continue promoting and 
improving MCCC,” Spotts 
said.

Kuriwchak graduated 
from MCCC in 1988 with 
an associate of science 
degree in computer science. 

He earned a bachelor of 
business administration 
degree from Siena Heights 
University, Adrian, in 1999.

He works for Wolverine 
Packing Co., Detroit. He 
also is a member of IBM 
Common and previously 
served on MCCC's alumni 
association board.

“I’m looking forward 
to giving back to MCCC,” 
Kuriwchak said.

The Alumni Association 
Board of Directors at MCCC 
works alongside the MCCC 
Board of Trustees and The 
Foundation at MCCC, along 
with MCCC staff, students 
and the community to 
maintain and execute the 
college’s mission, vision, 
values and objectives.

Spotts, Kuriwchak join MCCC alumni board

By Paula Wethington
pwethington@monroenews.com

T h e  2 0 2 0  C e l e b r i t y 
Waiter Night, an annual 
f u n d r a i s e r  f o r  t h e  O n e 
B o o k ,  O n e  C o m m u n i t y 
project,  will  take place  
Monday.

Cocktails begin at 6 p.m. 
and dinner is served at 6:30 
at Joe's French Italian Inn, 
2896 N. Dixie Hwy. Guests 
will select from a menu of 
Lake Erie yellow perch, 
c h i c k e n  p a r m i g i a n a  o r 
quinoa and vegetable cakes  
with pasta.

Diners' tips to the celeb-
rity servers support   One 
Book,  One Community. 
There will also be themed 
gift basket raffles, with win-
ning tickets to be drawn  
at the event.

One Book, One Community 
is an community literary 
project in which book dis-
cussions, speakers, films and 
other events are scheduled 
along the theme of the book 
chosen for the year. This 
year's selection is "What the 
Eyes Don't See" by Dr. Mona 
Hanna-Attisha, relating 
the story of the Flint water  
crisis.

The schedule of activities 
runs from March 9 through 
April 3; Hanna-Attisha will 
speak and sign books March 
26.

The celebrity waiters are:
• Robert Clark, Monroe mayor.
• Brian Egen, Monroe County 
historical commissioner and 
executive producer at The 
Henry Ford.
• Troy Goodnough, head of 
jail operations for the Monroe 
County Sheriff's Office.
• Barbra Krueger, youth ser-
vices technician at the Monroe 
County Library System.
• Josh Myers, executive director 
at The Foundation at MCCC.
• Dr. Kojo Quartey, president 
of Monroe County Community 
College.
• Rachel Reaume, program 
specialist at the Monroe County 
Museum.
• Rachel Schneider, multimedia 
journalist at WTVG 13ABC.
• Suzanne Wetzel, vice presi-
dent of administration at 
MCCC.
• Grace Yackee, vice president 
of instruction at MCCC.

For more information 
about the One Book, One 
Community project,  go 
to www.monroeccc.edu/
onebook.

Celebrity Waiter Night 
opens community read

By the Monroe News Staff

T h e  U . S .  H o u s e  o f 
Representatives recently 
passed the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative Act of 
2019, bipartisan legislation 
co-sponsored by U.S. Rep. 
Tim Walberg, R-Tipton, 
which is intended to expand 
funding to protect the Great 
Lakes.

H.R. 4031 will reauthorize 
the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative (GLRI) for another 
five years and increase 
authorized funding for the 
program from $300 million 
annually to $475 million 
annually by Fiscal Year 
2026.

" T h e  s t r e n g t h  o f 
Michigan's economy is 
directly tied to the long-
term health of the Great 
Lakes," Walberg said in a 
statement. "As stewards 
of the Great Lakes, it is 
incumbent on us to take 

care of them so that future 
generations can enjoy their 
beauty and economic ben-
efits. I am proud to join my 
colleagues in this bipartisan 
effort to expand the GLRI's 
impact and ability to sup-
port additional clean up 
projects."

Since 2010, the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative 
has provided more than 
$762 million for 880 proj-
e c t s  a c r o s s  M i c h i g a n . 
Funds from this success-
ful program go towards 
endeavors such as restor-
ing wetlands, combating 
harmful algae blooms, and 
stopping invasive species 
from entering the Great  
Lakes.

U.S. Senators Debbie 
Stabenow and Gary Peters 
applauded the passage 
of  the legislation in a 
joint statement. The two 
Michigan senators intro-
duced the same bill  in  

the senate.
"This initiative is a major 

success story and the most 
significant investment ever 
made to restore and protect 
our Great Lakes," Stabenow 
said. "That's why both 
Republicans and Democrats 
are united in support. I 
urge my colleagues in the 
Senate to pass our bill  
immediately."

"I've seen firsthand the 
impacts the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative has 
on our waters, our land, and 
our communities - from 
restoring habitats to com-
bating invasive species," 
Peters added. "I am proud 
the companion to our leg-
islation passed the House 
to protect the Great Lakes, 
which are an economic 
driver for the nation and 
source of drinking water for 
millions of people."

Walberg supports funding boost for 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative

Spotts Kuriwchak


