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MEMBERS OF 
BILLY JOEL’S BAND 
TO PERFORM IN 
MONROE SUNDAY
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REGION TEAMS SEEK 
TRIPS TO STATE 
WRESTLING FINALS
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TODAY
Partly sunny

30° /17°

THURSDAY
Mostly sunny

27° /16°

FRIDAY
Sunny

34° /24°
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• Katherine Mae 
Dingledine (Benore),  
84, of Monroe
• Theresa Ann Sutton,  
85, of Monroe
• Gordon Edward Wenzel, 
66

By Ray Kisonas
rayk@monroenews.com

C r i m i n a l  c h a r g e s 
against a  man were 
expected to be filed 
today as police continue 
to look into the death of a 
woman whose body was 
found in a Lewis Ave. 
home in Temperance 
Monday morning.

Authorities did not 
release the name of the 
victim as of Tuesday 
afternoon.

The cause of death also 
was pending after an 
autopsy was performed. 
The results of the autopsy 
are certain to play a role 
into the decision of what 
charges are to be filed 
by the Monroe County 
Prosecutor’s Office.

Initially, the Monroe 
County Sheriff’s Office 
detained two men for 
q u e s t i o n i n g .  T h o s e 
men, described as family 
members who lived at 
the residence, are 64 
and 45. They were on 
the scene when deputies 
arrived in the 8800 
block of Lewis Ave. and 
were transported to 
the sheriff’s office for 
questioning.

On Tuesday afternoon, 
Prosecutor Michael G. 
Roehrig reported that 
one person remained 
in the Monroe County 
jail. His name will not 
be released until his 
arraignment in First 
District Court, which 
was likely to occur today.

No other details were 
available. Detective Sgt. 
Brian Quinn said a team 
of detectives is working 
on the case, gathering 
evidence and conducting 
interviews.

D e p u t i e s  w e r e 
d i s p a t c h e d  t o  t h e 
residence at 3:15 a.m. 
M o n d a y  r e g a r d i n g 
what was described 
as a medical situation 
involving a deceased 
p e r s o n .  I n s i d e  t h e 
house, deputies found 
the victim in the living 
room area. The condition 
of the body had not been 
released.

The Michigan State 
Police mobile crime 
lab unit also was on the 
scene.

A n y o n e  w i t h 
information regarding 
this investigation is 
asked to call the sheriff’s 
detective bureau at 
240-7530.

Murder 
charges 
may be 
filed 
soon

The 2020 Celebrity Waiter 
Night, an annual fundraiser for 
the One Book, One Community 
project, was held Monday at 
Joe’s French Italian Inn.

Tips went to benefit One 
Book, One Community is an 
community literary project in 
which book discussions, speak-
ers, films and other events are 
scheduled along the theme of 
the book chosen for the year. 
This year’s selection is “What 

the Eyes Don’t See” by Dr. Mona 
Hanna-Attisha, relating the 
story of the Flint water crisis.

Celebrity waiters included: 
Robert Clark, Monroe mayor; 
Brian Egen, Monroe County 
historical commissioner 
and executive producer at 

Celebrities serve

Mayor Robert Clark waits on one of his tables at the One Book One Community event held at Joe’s French Italian Inn, Monday evening. 
[PHOTOS BY DANA STIEFEL]

Rachel Schneider (center), of 13 ABC, and Dr. Kojo Quartey (right), 
President of Monroe County Community College, assist their tables.

More photos on Page 7A.

By Tyler Eagle
teagle@monroenews.com

Local scouting troops will 
remain operational as Boy 
Scouts of America, the national 
youth organization known 
for its camping and outdoor 
education programs, files 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection.

The Michigan Crossroads 
Council, the agency that 
oversees local scouting organi-
zations, said scouting programs 
will continue to operate.

In a statement to scout-
ing leaders and families, the 
council said the national orga-
nization’s filing doesn’t impact 
the finances of its operations 
or individual entities under its 
jurisdiction.

“Our council is legally sepa-
rate, distinct and financially 
independent from the national 
organization,” the organiza-
tion said in a press statement. 
“… (the council) will continue 
to bring adventures, values and 
lifelong benefits to youth our 
communities for generations 
to come.”

BSA made the filing Tuesday 
morning in the Delaware 
Bankruptcy Court. The action 
came as the organization has 
experienced a steady decline 
in membership and a string of 
sexual abuse allegations.

Such claims have prompted 
concern at the national orga-
nization as several states in 
recent years have removed 
statutes of limitation that 
restricted how long victims 
were able to pursue civil or 
criminal legal action against 
their alleged attackers.

The national organization 
established a dedicated web-
site, bsarestructinging.org, to 

explain its financial woes and 
its commitment to sustain its 
programs.

BSA pointed to the allega-
tions and ongoing and future 
litigation as being the deter-
mining factor in its decision. 
It said it will use the filing to 
establish a trust that provides 
“equitable compensation” to 
victims.

“… our organization has a 
social and moral responsibil-
ity to equitably compensate 
all victims who were abused 
during their time in Scouting,” 
the organization said. “We also 
have a duty to carry out our 
mission for years to come.”

BSA claims about 90% of 
allegations against it are from 
instances from more than 30 
years ago. It also said the safety 
of children in its program is its 
highest priority.

Local councils’ assets will 
not be affected by the move, 
according to a BSA statement.

Area leaders echoed that 
sentiment, asserting local 
programs will still operate. 
Monroe County has several 
scouting programs, including 

Cub Scouts packs, Scout troops 
and Venturing crews.

The Monroe County Fair 
Association sponsors sev-
eral such programs. Darryl 
Diamond, fair manager, said 
the association’s groups will 
continue to meet.

“We are planning to continue 
on as normal,” Diamond said. 
“(The filing) will not impact our 
operations.”

David Thompson, Monroe 
County drain commissioner 
and leader of Troop 538 in Ida, 
said the only impact to area 
troops may come from access 
to BSA’s national camps and 
centers, which are subject to 
BSA’s financial obligations.

But local troops’ assets and 
finances are separate from the 
national organization, he said, 
adding that he believes scout-
ing programs are beneficial to 
those they serve, despite the 
bankruptcy filing.

“The program is still the best 
program for youth leadership 
development in the nation,” 
Thompson said.

Local Boy Scout troops will continue to operate

See TROOPS,  A7

Monroe VIPs wait  
tables for a good cause

See WAITER,  A7


